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( 


( 


THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 


' !>' ' 


O- p 

March 14, 1968 0 



George: 


« 

(v. 


•'O.'.l.C.A .X; 

— 

I 'o A , T\ ’ ^ 

I've checked with Bill Jorden and Jack O'Brien. They • u ~ 
suggest we not hand these out, but rather, at most, talk v^/t^ OT* 
from them because: * •*./ 


/- 

s 


-- The information was tentative originally, is fcy&'pk • 
getting old, and may well have been overtaken by events, cr a 

/ I , ? * 

i — — ‘r- ; 

-- Moreover, the gist of this paper was already 
disseminated in Saigon. - '-Vi* 

Q* 3 / ' 

-- Pacification is such a fluid subject that a pos- ^ 3 ( ^ 
sible future turn for the worse may result in any hand- / 

out now being viewed as an irritant, or worse later to the ^ 

recipient. \ 




-- A guy getting #9 will ask for the previous 8. 

So in this particular instance, I would recommend we 
not give this out. 

However, your asking about this points out opportunities 
to use similar material in the future. 

" If yon agree, I 'll ask Jack O'Brien to prepare a sanitized, 
up-dated version on pacification. ^ - - 

-- If you agree, at next Monday's VN Information meeting, 
we'll discuss opportunities in this area and develop a way 
for me to get material you can hand out or talk from. 


-- Let's discuss. 




S^£r-U~ 


Lou Schwartz 
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STATUS OF PACIFICATION 


V 


A detailed reassessment of the Pacif 


ucacion program for 1968 is bein« 


d C C OXTau aI S il c d in. S Ul otq Y-) -ns. 4-\ - -> 

s Xi * v ' t-'-ia re -evaluation should be 


2-V5.ilo.blc in Aoril. 


^ ** ra i; ■{*« — 1- ^ v , "> 

va O CiUa 


I r»i fi o 1 


.iax assessments indicate that while pacification un- 


nas received a considerable setback, this now appears less 


than feared 


— °' nd ?- r °g r ess is being made in re-establishing the < " ,, " XT 


s me V_r V 


presence m me countryside. 


The initial assaults of the VC/NVA Winter-Spring Offensive bypassed 
many o. me hamiets which Revolutionary Development Cadre (RDC) teams 


were operating. The bulk of pacification assets are still intact. T 


ne extent 


OI tae setback to pacification has yet to be fully assessed but initial estimates 

2.0. e tn ci u Line pro^ic-m suffered a si orm’ (■i cAfno s * 1 j - ■?-»-* 90 — _ _ -1 

- 0 — “ ' */iuvuiLch daa only a 


slxgn^,, if any, setback in 15 provinces. 

Pacixication setbacks are essentially the after effects of the VC/NVA. 


attacks on the urban areas. Th 


i-e enemy avoided protected hamlets on the v/ay 
in “° tilc CiUe3 and towns but penetrated them on the way out after GVN 


security rorces had been pulled back to defend the urban areas. Ei 


glite an 


ci fifty-one ARVN battalions, directly supporting pacification were withdrawn 
irom their areas to protect cities or pursue VC/NVA units. Ninety-one out 
of j 00 Regiw-iial rorce (RF) companies were deployed from their 


territorial 


security role. However, only 97 out of 4365 Popular Force (PF) platoons 
were removed from their local security role. Thus, the majority of the RF/ P 

remained m their pre-Tet roles although more statically employed than 
normal. 
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Of the oSo RDC teams, 405 have returned to hamlets in the rural ar 


while 181 remain in province cr district c 


owns to provide security or to 


perform social welfare/ refugee relief work. 




eas 
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